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**********»*+**********###*^Q^pjTj£^^j^LjYY NOTE************************** 
The documents accompanying this facsimile transmission contain information from the law linn of 
GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. which is confidential and/or privileged. The information 
is intended to be for the use of the individual or entity named on this transmission sheet. If you are 
not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents 
of this facsimile information is prohibited- If you have received this facsimile in error, please 
notify us by telephone at (703) 716-1191 immediately so that we can arrange for the retrieval of 
the original documents at no cost to you. 
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Examiner P. Kumar 
at 703-746-8307 

Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office, Fax No. 0Q2X24fi = S2fl2 on March 30. 2i)H 
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Steve Wft ff up an 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant ; Stephen PALM 

AppI.No. :09/473,683 Group Art Unit ; 263 1 

Filed :December29, 1999 Examiner : P, KUMAR 

^ : DU^^ocSr^ ^ M ° DEMS HALF AND A FULL 

REQUEST FOR NEW OFFICE ACTION AND RESTARTING OF TIME PERIOD FOR 
RESPONDING TO NEW OFFICE ACTION 

Commissioner for Patents 
POBox 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Further to telephone conversations with the Examiner on March 15, 2004 and March 29, 
2004, Applicant respectfully requests the withdrawal of the Office Action mailed on March 1 1 
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2004, and the issuance of a new, non-final Office Action, m which the time period to respond is 
restarted to run from the mailing of the new Office Action. 
The ground for the request is as follows: 

On August 19, 2003, the Examiner mailed an Office Action in which independent claim 
17 was rejected over U.S. Patent 5,349,635 to SCOTT. However, the Examiner indicated that 
claim 21 (along with additional dependent claims) contained allowable subject matter, and that 
claim 21 would be allowable if it was amended to be placed in independent form (see, for 
example, paragraph 1 1 on page 5 of the August 19, 2003 Office Action). 

On December 19, 2003, Applicant filed an amendment, in which the subject matter of 
dependent claim 21 was incorporated into independent claim 17 (from which claim 21 
depended). 

On March 1 1, 2004, the Examiner mailed a new Office Action, once again rejecting claim 
17 as being anticipated by SCOTT (e.g., the same rejection set forth in me August 19, 2003 
Office Action), and again indicating that dependent claim 21 (which is now canceled pursuant to 
the December 19, 2003 amendment, which incorporated the subject matter of claim 21 into 
independent claim 17), along with other dependent claims, contain allowable subject matter and 
would be allowable if it is amended to be placed in independent form, 

Accordingly, Applicant believes that the amendment filed on December 19, 2003 may not 
have been properly placed in the file, or that the Examiner inadvertently prepared an Office 
Action based upon the claims pending in the application prior to the filed December 19, 2003 
amendment. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the issuance of a new Office Action 
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(and a restarting of the time period for responding thereto) that is based upon the claims 
presented in the December 19, 2003 amendment. 



objected claim 21 into independent form by incorporating the subject matter thereof into the base 
claim (e.g., independent claim 17). Accordingly, Applicant submits that independent claim 17 
(along with its dependent claims) is allowable over the applied art of record. 

Applicant further submits that in view of the December 19, 2003 response, any new 
Office Action should be non-final. 

Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the below-listed telephone number, 



March 30, 2004 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston,VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 



Further, Applicant submits that he has done what the Examiner suggested; namely, place 



Respectfully submitted, 
Stephen PALM 
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